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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

 

2. ATTENDANCE/ APOLOGIES 

MEMBERS: 

Cr Julianne Belli  (Deputy Shire President) 

 Cr Kerry Dickinson  

Cr Ian Goldfinch 

Cr Tom Major 

 Cr Graham Richardson 

 

STAFF: 

 Ian Fitzgerald     (Chief Executive Officer)  

 Jenny Goodbourn   (Manager Corporate & Community Services) 

 Darryn Watkins  (Manager of Engineering Services) 

 Portia Chambers  (Executive Assistant) 

 

 LEAVE OF ABSENCE: 

 

APOLOGIES:  

Cr Keith Dunlop  (Shire President) 

Cr Peter Smith 

 

VISITORS: 

Russell Harrison – Lincolns Accountants  

 
3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – 13 MARCH 2017 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  AND COMMITTEE DECISION               ITEM 3 
Moved: Cr Dickinson               Seconded: Cr Belli 
That the minutes of the Audit Committee meeting held on the 13th March 2017 be 

confirmed as a true and correct recording of proceedings. 

Carried: 5/0        
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4.   2016/17 AUDIT REPORT 
 
The Audit Committee is to hold discussions with Mr. Russell Harrison from Lincolns 
in relation to the 2016/17 Audit Report and any associated questions. 
 
A copy of the audit report is attached. 
 
Russell gave a detailed and constructive talk regarding auditor reports and 
compliance. He explained the new auditing system local government will now have to 
comply with in 2018/2019. 
 
He also discussed strategic planning and ratios. 
 
Questions were also put forward to him from staff and councillors and discussed. 
 
 
1.30PM  Cr Tom Major left the meeting. 
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5. COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN - 2017 

 

File Ref:    Audit 

Applicant:    Not applicable 

Location:    Not applicable 

Disclosure of Officer Interest: None 

Date:       25 January, 2018 

Author: Ian Fitzgerald – Chief Executive Officer 

Authorising Officer:     

Attachments: Completed Compliance Audit Return – 2017 to 

be provided prior to meeting 

  

  
Summary: 

This report deals with the Local Government Compliance Audit Return for the period 

1 January 2017 to 31 December 2017 and recommends adoption of same. 

 

Background: 

The Local Government Act, 1995 requires each Local Government to complete a 

Compliance Audit Return each year. 

The document is produced by the Department of Local Government and is designed 

to be a tool for Local Government, allowing it to identify areas where compliance with 

the Local Government Act, 1995 and other legislation has not been met and then to 

implement processes to ensure that instances of non-compliance do not continue. 

Comment: 

The Compliance Audit Return for 2017 continues in a reduced format as it has over 

the past few years. The areas of compliance were restricted to those considered high 

risk, including such areas as Delegations, Disclosure of Interest, Disposal of 

Property, Elections, Finance, Official Conduct and Tender processes. 

There has been 1 instances of non-compliance identified in the preparation of the 

2017 Compliance Audit Return. 

1)  not all financial interest returns were submitted by 31 August 2017 

Consultation: 

Not applicable – Public consultation not required. 
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Statutory Obligations:   

Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations provide for the 

completion, adoption and certification of the Return. The Regulations require the 

certified return to be submitted to the Department of Local Government by 31 March 

2018. 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget / Financial Implications: 

Nil 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Sustainability Implications: 

 

 Environmental: 

There are no known significant environmental considerations. 

 

 Economic: 

There are no known significant economic considerations. 

 

 Social: 

There are no known significant social considerations. 

 
Voting Requirements: 

Simple majority 
 
  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COMMITTEE DECISION ITEM 5 
Moved: Cr Goldfinch  Seconded: Cr Richardson 
 

That the Audit Committee recommend to Council the adoption of the Local 

Government Compliance Audit Return for the period 1 January 2017 to 31 

December 2017 and that it be forwarded to the Department of Local Government 

and Communities. 

Carried: 4/0  
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6. OTHER MATTERS 
 

7.   CLOSURE – 2.04PM 

 
 

 

These minutes were confirmed at the meeting of the ________________________ 
 

 

Signed: ___________________________ 
 (Presiding Person at the meeting of which the minutes were confirmed.) 
 

 

Date: ______________________ 
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