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SHIRE OF RAVENSTHORPE 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Ravensthorpe Shire Council for 
any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council/Committee meetings or 
during formal/informal conversations with staff. The Ravensthorpe Shire Council disclaims 
any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any 
person or legal entity on any such act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during 
Council/Committee meetings or discussions. Any person or legal entity that act or fails to act 
in reliance upon any statement does so at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk. 
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any 
discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any statement or 
limitation of approval made by a member or officer of Ravensthorpe Shire Council during the 
course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as notice of approval from the 
Ravensthorpe Shire Council. The Ravensthorpe Shire Council warns that anyone who has 
an application lodged with the Ravensthorpe Shire Council must obtain and only should rely 
on WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions 
attaching to the decision made by the Ravensthorpe Shire Council in respect of the 
application. 

 
 
 
 
 

__________________ 
Ian Fitzgerald 
Chief Executive Officer  10 May 2017 

 
 

 

65 Morgans Street Ravensthorpe WA 6346 
Tel (08) 9839000; Fax (08) 98381282 
E-mail: - shire@ravensthorpe.wa.gov.au  
 
  

mailto:shire@ravensthorpe.wa.gov.au
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WRITTEN DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN MATTER BEFORE COUNCIL 

 

NOTE: USE ONE FORM PER DECLARATION 

 
I, (1) _______________________________________________ wish to declare an interest 
in the following item to be considered by council at its meeting to be held on (2) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Agenda item (3) _______________________________________________________ 
 
The type of interest I wish to declare is (4) 
 
 Financial pursuant to Sections 5.60A of the Local Government Act 1995 
 Proximity pursuant to Section 5.60B of the Local Government Act 1995 
 Indirect Financial pursuant to Section 5.61 of the Local Government Act 1995 
 Impartiality pursuant to Regulation 11 of the Local Government (Rules of Conduct) Regulation 

2007 
 
The nature of my interest is (5) 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________ 
 
The extent of my interest is (6) 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________ 
 
I understand that the above information will be recorded in the Minutes of the meeting and 
recorded by the Chief Executive Officer in an appropriate Register. 
 
 
______________________  ____________________ 
 
Signature    Date 
 
 
RECEIVED BY: __________________________ ________________ 
   Chief Executive Officer  Date 
 

(1) Insert you name. 
(2) Insert the date of the Council Meeting at which the item it to be considered. 
(3) Insert the Agenda Item Number and Title. 
(4) Tick the box to indicate the type of interest. 
(5) Describe the nature of your interest. 
(6) Describe the extent of your interest (if seeking to participate in the matter under the s.5.68 of the Act) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Financial pursuant to Sections 5.60A of the Local Government Act 1995 
 
5.60A – Financial Interest 
 
For the purpose of this Subdivision, a person has a financial interest in a matter if it is reasonable to 
expect that the matter will if dealt with by the local government, or an employee or committee of the 
local government or member of the council of the local government, in a particular way, result in a 
financial gain, loss, benefit or detriment for the person. 
 
[Section 5.60A inserted by No. 64 of 1998 s. 30; amended by No. 49 of 2004 s. 50.] 
 
 
Proximity pursuant to Section 5.60B of the Local government Act 1995 
 
5.60B – Proximity Interest 
 
(1). For the purposes of this Subdivision, a person has a proximity interest in a matter if the matter 

concerns –  
(a). a proposed change to a planning scheme affecting land that adjoins the person’s 

land; 
(b). a proposed change to zoning or use of land that adjoins that person’s land; or  
(c). a proposed development (as defined in section 5.63 (5)) of land that adjoins the 

person’s land. 
 

(2). In this section, land (“the proposal land”) adjoins a person’s land if – 
(a). the proposal land, not being a thoroughfare, has a common boundary with the 

person’s land; 
(b). the proposal land, or any part of it, is directly across a thoroughfare from, the 

person’s land; or 
(c). the proposal land is that part of a thoroughfare that has a common boundary with 

the person’s land. 
 

(3). In this section a reference to a person’s land is a reference to any land owned by the person 
or in which the person has any estate or interest. 

 
[Section 5.60B   inserted by No 64 of 1998 s. 30.] 
 
 
Indirect Financial pursuant to Section 5.61 of the Local Government Act 1995 
 
5.61 – Indirect financial interest 
 
A reference in this Subdivision to an indirect financial interest of a person in a matter includes a 
reference to a financial relationship between that person and another person who requires a local 
government decision in relation to the matter. 
 
Impartiality pursuant to Regulation 11 of the Local Government (Rules of Conduct) Regulation 
2007 
 
11 – Disclosure of interest 
 
(1). In this regulation – 

Interest means an interest that could, or could reasonably be perceived to; adversely affect 
the impartiality of the person having the interest arising from kinship friendship or membership 
of an association. 
 

(2). A person who is a council member and who has an interest in any matter to be discussed at a 
council or committee meeting attended by the member must disclose the nature of the 
interest – 

(a). in a written notice given to the CEO before the meeting; 
or at the meeting immediately before the matter is discussed. 

(3). Sub-regulation (2) does not apply to an interest referred to in section 5.60 of the Act. 
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(4). Sub-regulation (2) does not apply if – 

(a). A person who is a council member fails to disclose an interest because the 
person did not know he or she has an interest in the matter; or 

(b).  A person who is a council member fails to disclose an interest because the 
person did not know the matter in which he or she had an interest would be 
discussed at the meeting and the person disclosed the interest as soon as 
possible after the discussion began. 

 
(5). If, under sub-regulation (2)(a), a person who is a council member discloses an interest in a 

written notice given to the CEO before a meeting then – 
(a). Before the meeting the CEO is to cause the notice to be given to the person 

who is to preside at the meeting; and 
(b). At the meeting the person presiding is to bring the notice and its contents to the 

attention of the persons present immediately before a matter to which the 
disclosure related is discussed. 

 
(6). If – 

(a). Under sub-regulation (2)(b) or (4)(b) a person’s interest in a matter is disclosed 
at a meeting; or 

(b). Under sub-regulation (5) (b) notice of a person’s interest in a matter is bought to 
the attention of the persons present at a meeting. 

 
The nature of the interest is to be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
 
Describe the extent of your interest (If seeking to participate in the matter under the s.5.68 of 
the act) 
 
5.68 – Councils and committees may allow members disclosing interests to participate etc. in 
meetings 
 
(1). If a member has disclosed, under section 5.65, an interest in a matter, the members present 

at the meeting who are entitled to vote on the matter  
 

(a). may allow the disclosing member to be present during any discussion or decision 
making procedure relating to the matter; and 

(b). may allow , to the extent decided by those members, the disclosing member to 
preside at the meeting (if otherwise qualified to preside) or to participate in 
discussions and the decision making procedures relating to the matter if – 

 
(i) the disclosing member also discloses the extent of the interest; and 
(ii) those members decide that the interest – 
 

(I) is so trivial or insignificant as to be unlikely to influence the 
disclosing member’s conduct in relation to the matter; or 

(II) is common to a significant number of electors or ratepayers 
 

(2). A decision under this section is to be recorded in the minutes of the meeting relating to the 
matter together with the extent of any participation allowed by the council or committee. 

 
(3). This sections does not prevent the disclosing member from discussing, or participating in the 

decision making process on, the question on whether an application should be made to the 
Minister under section 5.69. 
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SHIRE OF RAVENSTHORPE 
WORKS REQUEST FORM 

 
 
Name:  ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Date:  _____/_____/2017  Urgency: Low / Medium / High / Strategic 
 
 
Road / Public Building / Area:  ______________________________________ 
 
 
Request: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Description:
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 
Action Taken:
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Comment:
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Completed: _____/_____/2017        Signature: ______________________________ 
 
 
Inspected and/or authorised:     ______________________________ 
             Chief Executive Officer 
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ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 

TO BE HELD IN THE HOPETOUN COMMUNITY CENTE ON FRIDAY 19 MAY 2017, 
COMMENCING AT 5:00PM 
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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 
 

2. ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES/ APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
MEMBERS: Cr Peter Smith (Deputy Shire President) 

Cr Kerry Dickinson 
Cr Sharyn Gairen  
Cr Graham Richardson 
Cr Ken Norman 
 

 
STAFF: Ian Fitzgerald    (Chief Executive Officer) 

Jenny Goodbourn  (Manager of Corporate and Community Services) 
Darryn Watkins (Manager Engineering Services) 
Hanneke Coetzee (Executive Assistant) 

    
 APOLOGIES:   
 

 
ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE: 
   Cr Keith Dunlop          (Shire President) 

Cr Ian Goldfinch  
  
ABSENT: 

 
3. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 

4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

Hopetoun Progress Association presentation 

    
5. APPLICATIONS FOR, AND PREVIOUSLY APPROVED, LEAVE OF ABSENCE AND 

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 

6. PETITIONS/ DEPUTATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS 
 
7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1  COUNCIL MEETING: 27 APRIL 2017 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION ITEM 7.1 
  

 

That the minutes of the meeting of council held on 27 April 2017 be confirmed 
as a true and correct record of proceedings. 
 

  

 

8. SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 
 

9. ANNOUNCEMENT BY PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSIONS 
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10. REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

10.1  MANAGER OF CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 

10.1.1  SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNT PAYMENTS – APRIL 2017 

 

File Ref:  

Applicant:    Not applicable 

Location:    Not applicable 

Disclosure of Officer Interest: None 

Date:       30 April, 2017 

Author:    Eimear Guidera – Payroll/Creditors Officer 

Authorising Officer: Stacey Howard – Senior Finance Officer 

Attachments:    Schedule of Payments to 30 April, 2017 

     Credit Card Transactions to 01 May, 2017 

  

  

Summary: 

This item presents the schedule of payments for Council approval in accordance with 

Regulation 13 of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996. 

 

Background: 

 

30 April 2017 

 

FUND PAYMENT VOUCHERS AMOUNTS 

Municipal Account    

 EFTs 

 

EFT6968-EFT7076 $617,761.05 

  

Municipal 

Fund 

Cheques  

 

000074 – 000092 

 

$51,127.47 

 

 

    

Payroll 

 

Dates 12/04/2017 

26/04/2017 

 

 

$171,005.38 

 

Superannuation  Direct Debit $25,245.37 

Bank Fees    

    

Municipal Account Total   $865,139.27 

    

Shire Credit Card Facility 

 

Westpac 

VISA 

04/04/2017- 

01/05/2017 

$3,752.64 
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Trust Account Payments EFTs  

 

Cheques 

EFT7006 – EFT7079 

 

000002 - 000012 

$35,225.09 

 

$6,842.03 

    

Grand Total   $910,959.03 

 

 

Comment: 

This schedule of accounts as presented, submitted to each member of the Council, has been 

checked and is fully supported by vouchers and invoices which are submitted herewith and 

which have been duly certified as to the receipt of goods and the rendition of services and as 

to prices computation, and costing’s and the amounts shown have been paid. 

 

Consultation: 

N/A 

 

Statutory Obligations:   

 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 

 

13. Lists of accounts 

(1) If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make 

payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is to 

be prepared each month showing for each account paid since the last such list was prepared 

— 

(a) the payee’s name; 

(b) the amount of the payment; 

(c) the date of the payment; and 

(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction. 

 

(2) A list of accounts for approval to be paid is to be prepared each month showing — 

(a) for each account which requires council authorisation in that month — 

(i) the payee’s name; 

(ii) the amount of the payment; and 

(iii) sufficient information to identify the transaction; and 

(b) the date of the meeting of the council to which the list is to be presented. 

 

(3) A list prepared under subregulation (1) or (2) is to be — 

(a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of the council after the list is 

prepared; and 

(b) recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

 

Policy Implications: 

N/A 

 

Budget / Financial Implications: 

This item address Council’s expenditure from Trust and Municipal funds which have been 

paid under delegated authority.  
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Strategic Implications: 

N/A 

 

Sustainability Implications: 

 

 Environmental: 

There are no known significant environmental considerations. 

 

 Economic: 

There are no known significant economic considerations. 

 

 

 Social: 

There are no known significant social considerations. 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple majority 

  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  ITEM 10.1.1 

 

That pursuant to Regulation 13 of the Local Government (Financial Management) 

Regulations 1996, the payment of accounts for the month of April 2017, be noted. 
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10.1.2  MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT -  APRIL 2017 

 

File Ref:  

Applicant:    Not applicable 

Location:    Not applicable 

Disclosure of Officer Interest: None 

Date:       5 May 2017 

Author:    Jenny Goodbourn - MCCS 

Authorising Officer:   Not applicable 

Attachments:    Yes – Monthly Financial Report– April 2017 

  

  

Summary: 

 

This report presents the monthly financial reports for April 2017 to Council which is provided 

as an attachment to the agenda. The recommendation is to receive the April monthly 

financial reports.  

 

Background: 

 

As per the Financial Management Regulation 34 each Local Government is to prepare each 

month a statement of financial activity reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as 

set out in the annual budget under regulation 22(1) (d), for that month with the following 

detail 

 

 The annual budget estimates, 
 The operating revenue, operating income, and all other income and expenses, 
 Any significant variations between year to date income and expenditure and the 

relevant budget provisions to the end of the relevant reporting period, 
 Identify any significant areas where activities are not in accordance with budget 

estimates for the relevant reporting period, 
 Provide likely financial projections to 30 June for those highlighted significant 

variations and their effect on the end of year result, 
 Include an operating statement, and 
 Any other required supporting notes. 

 

Comment: 

 

To provide timely financial information to the Council this report is based on the 2016/2017 

Budget adopted by Council on 18 August 2016. The report contains the budget amounts, 

actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month. It shows the 

material differences between the adopted budget and actual amounts for the purpose of 

keeping Council abreast of the current financial position and the variances are explained on 

page 4 of the report. As the annual budget review was carried out at the March ordinary 

meeting of council the revised budget figures are shown under the Forecast 2016/17 Actual 

column of the report. 
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Consultation: 

 

Council Financial Records 

 

Statutory Obligations:   

 

Section 6.4 of the Local Government Act 1995 and Regulation 34 of the Local Government 

(Financial Management) Regulations 1996 require that financial activity statement reports 

are provided each month reporting on the sources and applications of funds, as set out in the 

annual budget under regulation 22(1)(d) for that month.  

 

The report is to be presented at either the next ordinary meeting after the end of the month, 

or if not prepared in time to the next ordinary meeting after that meeting. 

 

Policy Implications: 

 

Nil 

 

Budget / Financial Implications: 

 

As detailed within the attachments 

 

Strategic Implications: 

 

Nil 

 

Sustainability Implications: 

 

 Environmental: 
There are no known significant environmental considerations. 

 

 Economic: 
There are no known significant economic considerations. 

 

 Social: 
There are no known significant social considerations. 

 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple majority 

  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  ITEM 10.1.2 

That Council receive the Monthly Financial Report for the period ending   30th April 

2017 in accordance with Section 6.4 of the Local Government Act 1995. 
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 10.1.3  WRITE-OFF OF RATES   

 

File Ref:    A14052 

Applicant:    Not applicable 

Location:    Not applicable 

Disclosure of Officer Interest: None 

Date:        01/05/2017 

Author:    Danni Morache – Rates Officer 

Authorising Officer:   Jenny Goodbourn – MCCS  

Attachments:    None 

  

  

Summary: 

 

The Mining Tenement E74/00324 is now non-rateable with rates and interest owing of 

$2664.86 (as at 01/05/2017).  

 

Background: 

Strathmerton Pty Ltd had an exploration lease E70/04422. The director of Strathmerton is 

Ian Geoffrey Burton who has previously taken out mining tenements and not paid the rates. 

The tenement was forfeited by the Minister for Mines and Petroleum for the non-payment of 

annual rent on 02/05/2014 and the assessment is subsequently non-rateable. $2,664.86 of 

interest and rates remains outstanding at the time of writing this report. The outstanding 

balance is made up of rates from 2012/13 and 2013/14 plus penalty interest and legal fees. 

Staff had referred the matter to Council’s debt collectors who have located Strathmerton who 

are disputing that the tenement was in their name. No Funds have been recovered and in 

view of the time since the lease was forfeited it is unlikely further action would result in any 

recovery. It is suggested that the outstanding amount be written off.   

 

Comment: 

 

Given the nature of the debt and the fact that we have exhausted our avenues with the 

ratepayer the cost to continue to pursue the outstanding debt would be greater than any 

benefit we might achieve. It is recommended that the debt be written off in accordance with 

provisions of the Local Government Act.  

 

Consultation: 

 

Statutory Obligations:   

 

Local Government Act 1995 – section 6.12 allows Council write –off any amount of money. 

 

Policy Implications: 

 

Nil 
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Budget / Financial Implications: 

 

Write off of $2664.86. There is a budget allocation of $5,000 for potential write-offs of which 

only $1587.22 has been utilised so far this financial year. 

 

Strategic Implications: 

 

Nil 

 

Sustainability Implications: 

 

 Environmental: 
There are no known significant environmental considerations. 

 

 Economic: 
There are no known significant economic considerations. 

 

 Social: 
There are no known significant social considerations. 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Absolute majority 

  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  ITEM 10.1.3  

 

That Council write-off the balance of outstanding rates and interest owing on 

A14052 in accordance with Section 6.14 of the Local Government Act 1995 as the 

mining lease has now expired and the property is non-rateable. 
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10.1.4  REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES FOR 2017/2018 

 

File Ref:  

Applicant:    Not applicable 

Location:    Not applicable 

Disclosure of Officer Interest: None 

Date:       9th May 2017 

Author: Jenny Goodbourn – Manager Corporate & Community 

Services 

Authorising Officer:   Not Applicable 

Attachments:    Yes – Draft Fees & Charges 2017/18  

  

  

Summary: 

As part of the budget preparation process council needs to review the fees and charges 

which it wishes to set for the coming financial year. 

 

Background: 

A review of the fees and charges to be imposed is carried out annually as part of the budget 

process. 

 

Comment: 

The 2017/2018 schedule of fees and charges has been formulated using the 2016/2017 year 

as a basis. It is proposed that most of the fees are not altered and remain the same as last 

year. A review of the fees for the Cub House has recommended an increase in the daily and 

half day rates and also in the staff rates. Council may recall that when they took over the 

administration of the centre the staff rates were extremely low and it was decided to increase 

these annually until they were representative of a 20-25% discount. Those items that are 

recommended to be altered have been highlighted in yellow to allow council to easily identify 

them. The schedules have been reviewed by the relevant officers for their input into any 

alterations or additions to the individual business units. 

 

Consultation: 

Chief Executive Officer 

Manager of Engineering Services 

Manager Airport & compliance 

Health & Building inspector 

Planning Officer 
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Statutory Obligations:   

Sections 6.16 and 6.17 of the Local Government Act 1995 

(Imposition of fees and charges and Setting the level of fees and charges) 

Clauses 24 & 25 of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 

1996 (Service charges & fees and charges) 

 

Policy Implications: 

Nil 

 

Budget / Financial Implications: 

Setting of fees and charges is an integral part of the budget preparation. 

 

Strategic Implications: 

Nil 

 

Sustainability Implications: 

 

 Environmental: 

There are no known significant environmental considerations. 

 

 Economic: 

There are no known significant economic considerations. 

 

 Social: 

There are no known significant social considerations. 

 

Voting Requirements: 

Simple majority 

  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  ITEM 10.1.4 

That council adopt the attached schedule of Fees and Charges for the 2017/18 

financial year. 
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10.2  MANAGER OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

   

10.2.1  PROPOSED  RURAL PURSUIT & ASSOCIATED OUTBUILDING 

 

File Ref:    A14021 

Applicant:    Mr Clarence Carlisle 

Location:    Lot 704 Platypus Road, Hopetoun 

Disclosure of Officer Interest: None 

Date:       8 May 2017 

Author:    Craig Pursey, Planning Officer 

Authorising Officer:   Ian Fitzgerald – Chief Executive Officer  

Attachments:    Application & Plans 

  

 

Summary: 

 

Council has received an application for a 'Rural Pursuit' and associated outbuilding at Lot 

704 Platypus Road, Hopetoun.  The proposal has a number of areas that are outside of an 

adopted local planning policy and therefore it is being referred to Council for a decision. 

 

Minor height relaxations are proposed and the outbuilding is proposed as part of a ‘rural 

pursuit’.  Conditional approval is recommended. 

 

Background: 

 

Site Description 

 

Lot 704 Platypus Road, Hopetoun is 2.203ha in area, undeveloped and cleared of 

vegetation.  The property is reasonably wet in the winter months. 

 

 
Lot 704, completely cleared and undeveloped. 
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Zoning and Scheme Requirements 

 

Lot 704 Platypus Road, Hopetoun is zoned Rural Small Holdings 4 under Town Planning 

Scheme No.5 (the Scheme).   

 

A ‘Rural Pursuit’ is a discretionary land use in this zone that does not require advertising.   

 

Comment: 

 

Proposal 

 

The applicant has proposed a 192m2 outbuilding at Lot 704 with a wall height of 3.35m and a 

roof pitch height of 5.03m.  An onsite toilet is proposed, no other structures are proposed.  

The applicant has described the proposal as follows: 

 

To the council, I wish to apply for a variation to two parts of the planning rules that apply 

to rural small holdings [Steeredale Meadows]. 

 

The first one is I would like to have the shed apex raised from the allowed 4.5mtrs to 5.0 

meters as we wish to house our motor home there. The height of 4.5mtrs will not 

accommodate enough height between the roller door and floor to allow access for the 

motor home. We wish to remove it from the front verge and house it under cover. 

 

The second one is to allow a toilet to be installed there. The need for this I believe is a 

health issue, if myself, partner or whoever is there finds the need in a hurry to use the 

toilet, we either have to try hopefully to rush back home to Hopetoun or find a place with 

some privacy to squat and obviously this is unacceptable. 

 

The block is for rural pursuit or use as we live in Hopetoun.  

 

For your consideration thank you. 

Owner Clarence Carlisle 

 

Further discussions with the applicant indicate that the property will be developed with an 

orchard and the possible small scale stocking of animals. The size of outbuilding is required 

for domestic storage such as the motor home, camper trailer and boat but also a tractor and 

space for a workshop.  

 

A full copy of the application and plans are attached to this report. 

 

Assessment 

 

Applications for outbuildings are assessed against Local Planning Policy 3 – Outbuildings 

(LPP3).  There are three aspects of the proposal that do not appear to meet the 

requirements of LPP3, necessitating the application's referral to Council for a decision: 

 

1. Clause 2a identifies maximum floor area and wall height for each zone and lot size. 
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2. Clause 2b only permits outbuildings on vacant land (i.e. not associated with a house) 
in three circumstances: 

i) A Building Permit has been issued for a Single House; 

ii)  The outbuilding is associated with an approved ‘Rural Use’; 

iii)  In the Rural Small Holding and Rural Conservation zones a written undertaking is 

provided to build a house within 2 years of the outbuilding building permit being 

issued together with a bond of $5000. 

 

3. Clause 2e   Ablutions are only permitted in an outbuilding where a house exists or 
has been substantially commenced on the same site. 

 

Clause 2a 

The proposed outbuilding has a maximum roof pitch of 5.03m, whereas the policy 

recommends a maximum height of 4.5m. 

 

The remaining height and size requirements of LPP3 are met, the additional height is 

required to enable the storage of a motor home on site, out of the weather and away from 

their residential property's verge in Gibson Street, Hopetoun. 

 

This is minor relaxation, with a proven need and support is recommended. 

 

Clause 2b 

The proposal is for an outbuilding associated with a 'rural pursuit'.  The landowner has a 

house in town and only intends on visiting the property and for storage of the motor home 

and enjoyment of the property. 

 

A 'rural pursuit' is defined as:  "... land or buildings used for: 

 
(a) the rearing or agistment of animals;  

(b)  the stabling, agistment or training of horses;  

(c)  the growing of trees, plants, shrubs or flowers for replanting in domestic, commercial 

or industrial gardens; or  

(d)  the sale of produce grown solely on the lot;  

but does not include agriculture - extensive or agriculture - intensive. 

 

A 'rural pursuit' is a discretionary land use in the 'Rural Small Holding' zone and requires 

consideration by Council. 

 

The applicant intends on developing an orchard and stock the property with animals on a 

small scale.  This may be considered to be a 'rural pursuit', particularly as he already has a 

residential property in Hopetoun. 

 

Clause 2e (ablutions) 

Ablutions are usually prohibited from being located in an outbuilding until a house is 

substantially commenced to actively discourage occupation of an outbuilding for human 

habitation. 

 

In this case the applicant has stated that they will need a toilet on site to use when they are 

visiting the property.  This seems a reasonable request.  However, the issue arises if the 
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property is on sold and the new owner is no longer a landowner in Hopetoun but seeks to 

occupy the shed as appears to have happened on a number of occasions in Steeredale 

Meadows. 

 

It is recommended that a planning condition expressly prohibiting residential occupation of 

the outbuilding be applied. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Council has the option of approving or refusing this proposal. 

 

On one hand it is another outbuilding in Steeredale built on vacant land, many of which have 

proven to be too tempting for ready conversion to illegal residential occupation over time.  

Council has the option of taking the position that the proposal is inconsistent with the 

requirements of Local Planning Policy 3 and refusing it. 

 

On the other hand, the application appears to have a genuine need for an outbuilding 

associated with his personal needs to store a motor home and use as a base to enjoy this 

property whilst living in his residential property in Hopetoun  

 

This report recommends issuing a conditional planning approval for the outbuilding subject to 

a condition expressly prohibiting the outbuilding use for human habitation. 

 

Consultation: 

 

The application has been treated as a 'Rural Pursuit' which is a discretionary land use that 

does not require referral to neighbours for comment. 

 

LPP3 recommends referral to neighbours if variations to the policy are proposed.  In this 

case the proposal is only a 500mm variation and deemed to be minor.  If the Council 

requires that the proposal be referred to neighbours the application may be laid on the table 

to allow time to refer to neighbours for comment. 

 

Statutory Obligations:   

 

The applicant has a right of review to the State Administrative Tribunal if aggrieved by any 
decision made by the WAPC.  
 

Policy Implications: 

 

Local Planning Policy 3 - Outbuildings 

 

Budget / Financial Implications: 

 

None for Council 

 

Strategic Implications: 

 

The proposal is to do with the following theme of the Strategic Community Plan: 
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Theme 1: 

A healthy, strong and connected community that is actively engaged and involved; 

Outcome 1.2  “Vibrant & attractive townsite”. 

 

Sustainability Implications: 

 

 Environmental: 
There are no known significant environmental considerations. 

 

 Economic: 
There are no known significant economic considerations. 

 

 Social: 
There are no known significant social considerations. 

 

Voting Requirements: 

 

Simple majority 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  ITEM 10.2.1.  

 

THAT Council, 

1. Approve the planning application for an outbuilding associated with a rural 

pursuit at Lot 704 Platypus Road, Hopetoun subject to the following 

conditions: 

a) The development hereby approved shall be undertaken in accordance with 
the signed and stamped, Approved Development Plan(s) (enclosed), 
including any notes placed thereon in red by the Shire and except as may be 
modified by the following conditions. 

b) The outbuilding being used for domestic use and in association with the 
approved rural pursuit only and not for commercial or industrial use or 
human habitation. 

c) All runoff from impervious surfaces being contained within the property and 
disposed of to the Shire’s satisfaction. 

d) The development shall be constructed of materials which blend with the 
natural landscape.  Please note that unpainted zincalume, white and off 
white colours are not permitted. 

 

Advise the applicant that; 

i) Planning approval should not be construed as an approval to commence 
works as a separate building permit is also required.   
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10.3  MANAGER OF ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
Nil 
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10.4  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

 

10.4.1  FITZGERALD RIVER NATIONAL PARK – BIOSPHERE RESERVE      

 

File Ref:   

Applicant: Not Applicable     

Location: Not Applicable 

Disclosure of Officer Interest: None 

Date: 10 May 2017 

Author: Ian Fitzgerald – Chief Executive Officer  

Authorising Officer: Not Applicable 

Attachments: None     

  

  

Summary: 

 

The process of re-nominating the Fitzgerald River National Park as a Biosphere Reserve 

listed by UNESCO is nearing finalisation. 

Council is requested to allow $5,000.00 in the 2017/18 Budget to help fund an official launch 

of the successful re-nomination. 

 

Background: 

 

The Fitzgerald River National Park was originally listed as a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO 

in 1978. Whilst listed by UNESCO it was not formally recognised as a fully functional 

Biosphere Reserve. The current re-nomination has addressed the areas considered lacking 

so as to be formally recognised. 

 

Comment: 

 

The re-nomination process has been ongoing for several years with some support from the 

Biosphere Implementation Group of which Council is a member. Mr Nathan McQuoid, well 

known to many Councillors, has helped drive the re-nomination. 

 

As stated above, UNESCO listed this Biosphere Reserve in 1978 – as a protected area only. 

 

The re-nomination provides for an extension of the currently listed Fitzgerald River National 

Park Biosphere Reserve to include a core protected area with surrounding lands and waters 

as buffer and transition zones. 

 

The Biosphere Implementation Group with support of a number of state and federal agencies 

and local groups, has been working with the Ecological and Earth Sciences Division of 

UNESCO to have the re-nomination approved under the “Man and the Biosphere (MAB)” 

programme. 
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The latest advice received from the International Advisory Committee for Biosphere 

Reserves (part of UNESCO) was that the Committee has recommended the re-nomination 

and extension of the site to be now known as the “Fitzgerald Biosphere” be approved. 

 

The recommendation goes to the International Co-ordinating Committee of MAB for 

endorsement during their meeting in Paris, scheduled for 12-15 June 2017. It is anticipated 

the application will be endorsed as there has been a request for photographs and videos to 

be provided of the park. 

 

Whilst it is not known when the formal advice of a successful re-nomination will be received, 

the Biosphere Implementation Group at their recent meeting discussed holding a formal 

launch of the Fitzgerald Biosphere and begin a programme of promoting the wonderful asset 

we have in our area. 

 

The promotion of the Fitzgerald Biosphere will not only focus on the tourism benefits, but 

also the ecological importance and sustainability of the area. The holding of an official launch 

with hopefully high profile government and non-government representatives, is seen as an 

ideal starting point. 

 

The details, including a date, are still to be worked through, but it is appropriate that planning 

commence now. The Biosphere Implementation Group itself has no funds and as the Shire 

of Ravensthorpe and Jerramungup are potentially big winners out of this process, it has been 

suggested funding be provided in the 2017/18 Budget to assist with the holding of a 

successful launch event. 

 

In the interim joint media statements from the various organisations will be prepared to 

promote the anticipated announcement and then the official announcement/launch. 

 

The Tourism Development Officer will be tasked to help develop promotional materials for 

the Fitzgerald Biosphere. 

 

Consultation: 

 

Biodiversity Group Members  

Cr G Richardson 

 

Statutory Obligations:   

 

Not Applicable 

 

Policy Implications: 

 

Not Applicable 

Budget / Financial Implications: 

 

Council is requested to allocate $5,000.00 in the 2017/18 budget to support the launch of the 

Fitzgerald Biosphere. 
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Strategic Implications: 

 

- A thriving business and industry sector including tourism 
- Conservation and protection of natural reserves 

 

Sustainability Implications: 

 

 Environmental: 
There are no known significant environmental considerations. 

 

 Economic: 
There are no known significant economic considerations. 

 

 Social: 
There are no known significant social considerations. 

 

Voting Requirements: 

 

Simple majority 

 

  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  ITEM 10.4.1 

That Council 

- Continue to support the Biosphere Implementation Group and the re-
nomination of the Fitzgerald Biosphere. 
 

- Make an allocation of $5,000.00 in the 2017/18 budget to help co-fund with 
the Shire of Jerramungup an official launch function once the Fitzgerald 
Biosphere is confirmed. 
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10.4.2  SALE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT - AIRPORT 

 

File Ref:   

Applicant: Not Applicable     

Location: Not Applicable 

Disclosure of Officer Interest: None 

Date: 10 May 2017 

Author: Ian Fitzgerald – Chief Executive Officer  

Authorising Officer: Not Applicable 

Attachments: None  

  

  

Summary: 

 

Council is requested to approve the sale of surplus scanning equipment at the Ravensthorpe 

Airport with all proceeds to go to the Airport Reserve. 

 

Background: 

 

Previously Council was required to scan both luggage and passengers on Regular 

Passenger Transport (RPT) flights. 

 

There is no need to scan passengers on closed charter flights such as those used by FQM. 

 

Comment: 

 

Virgin Airlines ceased regular passenger flights into Ravensthorpe at the end of their contract 

period and the new carrier – Rex Airlines – declined to provide a regular passenger flight 

service. The aircraft used by Rex are of such weight, scanning would not be required in any 

case. 

 

Skippers Aviation are now providing a regular passenger flight service to Ravensthorpe on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays. The aircraft they are using, and even allowing for increased 

passenger numbers, are of a weight that does not require passenger and luggage scanning. 

 

As a result of these changes, there is a range of scanning equipment that is now surplus to 

our needs. 

 

The Airport Manager has been able to negotiate the sale of the surplus equipment to SX 

Technologies subject to Council agreement. 
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The offer from SX Technologies is for a total of $38,170 payable as follows: 

 

- Initial upfront of $23,170 
- $6,000 upon sale of 2 x Morpho Itemiser 
- $6,000 upon sale of 1 x Rapiscan 
- $3,000 upon sale of 1 x Rapiscan X-ray 

 

There is a number of airports trying to sell scanning equipment at present and the prices 

offered appear fair and reasonable. 

 

Consultation: 

 

Manager of Airport and Compliance 

 

Statutory Obligations:   

 

Local Government Act 1995 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 

 

Policy Implications: 

 

Nil 

Budget / Financial Implications: 

 

It is recommended all proceeds from the sale of the surplus equipment is placed into the 

Airport Reserve 

 

Strategic Implications: 

 

Nil 

 

Sustainability Implications: 

 

 Environmental: 
There are no known significant environmental considerations. 

 

 Economic: 
There are no known significant economic considerations. 

 

 Social: 
There are no known significant social considerations. 
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Voting Requirements: 

 

Simple majority 

 

  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  ITEM 10.4.2 

That Council accept the offer form SX Technologies of $38,170 to purchase the 

surplus scanning equipment located at the Ravensthorpe Airport and place all 

proceeds in the Airport Reserve. 
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11. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
 

 

12. BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING 

12.1 ELECTED MEMBERS 
 

 

12.2 OFFICERS 
 

 

13.  MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS 
 

 

14. CLOSURE OF MEETING  
 

 

 


