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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

6.00pm – The Chairman, Mr Keith Rowe, declared the meeting open. 

2. ATTENDANCE / APOLIGIES / APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 MEMBERS 

  R Daw   (Chief Bush Fire Control Officer) 
  G Wornes  (DFES) 

  G Gibson  (Munglinup Brigade) 

  K Chambers  (North Ravensthorpe Brigade) 

  A Chambers  (North Ravensthorpe Brigade) 

  R Norrish  (West River / Mt Short Brigade) 

  P Masters  (Parks and Wildlife) 

  A Duncan  (West River Brigade) 

  P Belli   (Mt. Short Brigade) 

  B Fetherstonhaugh (Munglinup Brigade) 

  K Rowe   (Ravensthorpe Brigade) 

  

 STAFF 

  I Fitzgerald  (Chief Executive Officer) 

  S McGuire  (Manager, Airport and Compliance) 

 APOLOLGIES 

  D Bray   (Jerdacuttup Brigade) 

P Kuiper  (West River Brigade) 

  D Kuiper  (West River Brigade) 

  B Kershaw  (West River Brigade) 

  L Webster  (Cocanarup Brigade) 

  G Webster  (Town Brigade) 

  P Corey   (Parks and Wildlife) 

  P Bell   (Jerdacuttup Brigade) 

 
 
3. DISCOLSURE OF INTEREST 

Division 6, Sub-division 1 of Local Government Act 1995.Care should be tgaken by all 
Committee members and staff to ensure that a financial/impartiality/interest is 
declared and that they refrain from voting on any matter, which is considered to 
come within the ambit of the Act. 

  

 Nil 

4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
This is an opportunity for any member or visitor to ask questions about any aspect of 
fire management. 

 



 

 

 Nil 
 
5. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
  

R Daw indicated three items had been missed from the minutes. The missing items 
were referred to General Business. 

  

 

 

 

6. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

6.1 Item 10.1 – A Duncan queried progress on this matter. S McGuire outlined 
the concept of having a hand held radio with an external aerial fitted in lieu 
of the larger ‘yellow’ fixed position radio. Discussion centred on the cost, 
effectiveness and usefulness of both scenarios. It was determined that a trial 
should be conducted. G Wornes mentioned Philips High Band radios that 
may be purchased by the Shire. 
ACTION:  S McGuire to research and provide costing on Philips radios. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2 Item 10.3– ESL distribution – B Fetherstonhaugh queried progress on this 

matter. S McGuire provided information gleaned from another local 
government indicating that direct distribution to brigades may not be legal. 
It was also pointed out that the current purchasing system is working well 
and in the 2013/2014 year we had an overspend of approximately $16000; 
which was recovered from DFES. 
Outcome: Membership is happy to stay with the current purchasing process. 

 
6.3 Item 10.5 – A Duncan queried changes to the Fire Danger Index. G Wornes 

responded that the ‘Grass Fire Index’ matter was still being processed. DFES 
will decide what the GFI will be for this area in due course. 

 
 
6.4 Item 10.7 – Heat Shields – A Duncan queried whether all trucks in this shire 

have been fitted with the new safety measures. A Wornes could not 
guarantee that all vehicles have been retro-fitted and will follow up. 

 

NOTED: The minutes were not accepted as a true record of the meeting. 

Moved: A Chambers    Seconded: G Gibson 

Carried 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: A Duncan                                   Seconded: A Chambers 

That S McGuire and G Wornes trial a hand held radio with external aerial as 

soon as possible. 

Carried Unanimously        

          

      

 



 

 

ACTION: G Wornes to follow up with DFES and provide a timeline for 
completion of works on all vehicles in this shire. 

 
7. APPOINTMENT OF DUAL FCOs 
 

7.1 The following FCOs were nominated to be Dual FCOs for the respective 
areas: 

 
Jerramungup: A Duncan 
Lake Grace: A Duncan, M Tilbrook 
Esperance: G Gibson, B Fetherstonhaugh, A Bott 

 
8. BFAC ITEMS SUBMITTED 
 

8.1 A Duncan: Re-alignment of DCBFCO areas. A Duncan suggested the current 
North/South delineation be reviewed and replaced with an East/West 
boundary. Discussion indicated that perhaps no delineation was required.
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

8.2 A Duncan: Process for overriding Total Fire Ban. A Duncan gave a short 
outline of the reasons for requesting this matter to be discussed (power 
outages, bans on days when this area was not affected etc.). G Wornes 
stated that Western Power and Horizon Power had exemptions in place. The 
restrictions in place for the power companies were self-imposed and not 
directions from DFES. 

 ACTION: Ian Fitzgerald to follow up with Western Power and Horizon Power. 

  

9. REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
  
 9.1 CBFCO – Tabled (as presented) 
 

There  has  been  99  permits  reported  to  me  as  having  been  issued  in  this  
period  (  some  have  also  had  extensions  ) 
Attended  Hopetoun  primary  14/9 
FCO  course  was  held  on  27/8 
Several  safety  circulars  have  been  forwarded  to  the  shire  for  distribution  as  
seen  applicable 
Attended  DOAC  on  11/9  and  26/3   
NR  truck  was  picked  up  12/9  and  returned  9/1 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: A Chambers                                      Seconded: A Duncan 

That the geographic designation of Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officers be 

removed. 

Carried Unanimously        

          

      

 



 

 

A  familiarization  with  the  unit  was  conducted  by  G.Wornes  and  attended  by  
S.McGuire  and  myself  29/1 
CO2  meeting  with  Q.Clasen  23/9  plus  inspection 
Annual  service  of  radios  was  conducted  from  15/9 
Hopetoun  evacuation  planning  workshop  attended  19/9 
Contributed  to  concept  paper  review  of  EM  services  act 
Trucks  weighed  and  adjusted  andweight  certificates  for  safety  compliance  
received 
LEMC  meetings  1/10  3/12  3/3 
Shire  graded  Desmond  track  6/10  thanks 
Mungy  AGM  15/10  Coc  22/10  Bandalup  27/10 
BFCO  Snow  Bowling  passed  away  and  his  services  have  been  acknowledged 
28/10  Met  with  G.Wornes  re  radios  and  other  matters  and  training  dates  set  
for  5/12/19  August  2015  
Brigade  memberships  adjusted  dropped  175  now  exactly  300  and  hopefully  our  
insurance  policy  will  reflect  a  reduction  in  premium  as  a  result  of  our  diligence   
Mt  Short  truck  had  radiant  heat  shields  fitted  11/11 
All  brigades  were  sent  a  request  for  their  PPE  requirements  on  26/11 
Radio  numbers  allocated  to  Kye  727  Chad  729  Peter  515  and  Stott  428  all  
these  hadradios  fitted  to  vehicles  on  3/12 
Dual  FCOs  for  Lake  Grace  were  nominated  on4/11  A.Duncan  and  M.Tilbrook  
Western  Power  mtg  11/12  confirmed  there  was  no  TFB  on  2/11  confirmed  by  
G.Wornes 
Hillside  cheque  $380  given  to  the  shire  5/1 , the  plan  is  to  add  this  to the  
previous  $602  from  IGA  held  by  the  shire  and  give  the  girls  a  luncheon  of  
some  sort  in  appreciation  of  their  assistance -  any  other  ideas  welcome ?  At  
this  stage  a  list  of  ladies  has  been  drawn  up . 
12/1  Received  a  note  re  Bindoon  burnover  -  raises  volunteer  safety  concerns  
14/1  R.Foulds  resigned  as  DBFCO  south -  letter  of  thanks  and  notice  in  C/Spirit  
,  will  be  sadly  missed  
29/1  C/Park  request  to  burn  during  prohibited  being  dealt  with  by  the  shire  
3/2  DPAW  proposed  burns  Culham  inlet  and  Masons  point  area 
4/2  Recd  copy  of  TFB  exemption  for  MRD  and  contractors 
5/2  Request  for  strike  team  to  assist  at  Boddington  sent  to  all  brigades  ,  
thanks  to  P.Bell  B.Edens  M.Saunders  for  attending  for  4  days 
31/3  attended  DPAW  fireline  construction  course  2  days 
19/2  Request  to  provide  bush  fire  records  in  relation  torisk  of  fire  on  Goldings  
property  at  Jerdy  (CO2)  given  a  short  response  from  self  and  S,McGuire. 
27/2  Negotiated  a  request  for  a  firebreak  construction  for  A.Chambers  with  
DPAW  .  I  encourage  more  of  this  
10/3  Brigades  and  FCOs  asked  to  provide  info  on  radios  held 
16/3  G.Wornes  confirming  FCO  does  have  the  power  to  postpone  lighting  of  
fire .(se  section  46  ) 
25/3  OBRM  asking  us  to  identify  bushfire  prone  areas  (  that’s  easy  ).  They  are  
doing  a  mapping  and  vegetation  key  review 
29/3  D.Bray  has  sent  out  notes  relating  to  fire  matters  to  permit  holders  in  
the  Jerdy  area 
30/3  FRNP  fire  advisory  meeting  -  not  much  happening  budget  cuts  again  ! 
Recd  from  Shire  of  Jerry  burn  prescriptions  for  plantations ,  also  permit  
restrictions  -  discussion  required 



 

 

Your ref:  DPaW BFAC Report 

Our ref:   March 2015 

Enquiries:  Peter Masters 

Phone: 98381967 

Email:   peter.masters@dpaw.wa.gov.au 

 

In  this  period  we  had  7  TFBs,  16  fire  weather  warnings  and  1H/Ban  and  13  
unwanted  fires  3  escape , 2  lightning , 2  arson , 1 angle  grinder , 2  header , 1 
R/tip 
1  car  rollover and  1  no  permit  
Gavin  Gibson  has  been  appointed  as  DBFCO  south  and  I  look  forward  to  
working  with  him  in  a  wider  capacity 
I  have  had  discussions  with  A.Duncan  on  11/10  re  spare  tyre  and  other  issues  
and  16/10  re  radios  and  light  interference 
Steve  McGuire  as  compliance  officer  has  been  managing  fire  for  the  shire  and  
we  have  had  5  official  mtgs  and  numerous  other  discussions  and  I  thank  him  
for  his  valued  assistance 
Also  thanks  to  all  BFCOs  who  have  been  most  cooperative  at  all  times  and  
Gavin  Wornes  DFES  and  Peter  Masters  DPAW 
Also  thanks to  the  shire  CEO  ,  SES  ,  Police  and  FRS  and  VES   
There  has  been  concern  expressed  at  DOAC  level  that  our  submissions  made  
to  the  concept  paper  on  changes  to  the  EM  act  which  have  a  huge  bearing  
on  the  bushfires  act  have  gone  to  parliament  without  proper  scrutiny  and  
release  of  a  findings  paper  -  the  assoc  of  bushfire  brigades  is  following  this  up 
The  question  of  brigade  assistance  with  HDs  or  LDs  needs  further  discussion  as  
a  conflict  of  availability  and  responsibity  to  respond  to  a  BFCOs  request  to  
attend  and  assist  the  safe  passage  of  a  permit  fire  is  looming  particularly  in  
relation  to  rural  small  holdings  
!  have  been  providing  some  assistance  with  my  private  LT  on  occasions  and  
convinded  it  was  required . On  one  occasion  a  permit  holder  lost  his  fire  unit  
twice  in  30  minutes  and  little  or  no  firebreaks  are  being  provided  around  trees  
or  treebelts  they  want  to  keep 
The  agreed  position  re  no  permit  required  30/4  -  19/9  if  burning  less  than  .1  
of  a  ha  and  where  the  forecast  for  the  district  is  not  Vh  or  above  needs  
including  in  our  fire  regulation  notice  ,  and  the  agreed  position  re  no  burning  
on  public  holidays  likewise 
ROD  DAW 
 
 
9.2 Parks and Wildlife – Tabled 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Mr Steve McGuire, Manager, Airport and Compliance 

 
Parks and Wildlife, Report, BFAC Ravensthorpe Shire, 08 April 2015 

 

Fire Management Services 

 

Regional and Fire Management Services, South Coast 

Region, Albany District 

 



 

 

 0 bushfire was reported within the Ravensthorpe Shire, on Department of Parks 
and Wildlife, managed estate.  

 Bushfires within the southwest of the state had required the deployment of staff 
and equipment from the Ravensthorpe Work Centre to assist with these large 
bushfires, all equipment has now returned. 

 Autumn 2015 program, prescriptions are nearing final approval process, for 
autumn burns planned for the Shire of Ravensthorpe. 
ALB_013 Culham Inlet. Aircraft Burn, FRNP 255 ha priority 1 

ALB_023 Jerdacuttup Lakes, Nature Reserve, and Shire of Ravensthorpe, 

coastal reserve 1,445 ha priority 2 (S of R and FQML will assist to carry out 

the prescribed burn) 

ALB_004 Telegraph Track, Aircraft Burn FRNP 25,580 ha, priority 1 
ALB_024_Point Ann, FRNP 845 ha, priority 2 

 FRNP Fire Advisory Committee, meeting was held for in early April, at 
Jerramungup CRC. 

 All work is now complete on the new water bombing seatainer, at the 
Ravensthorpe airport. 

 Summer bushfire FA roster is ongoing, and the Albany Regional Duty Officer 
on call 24/7, and can be contacted on 98424500. 

 2 Water Bomber aircraft and air-attack platform, are based in Albany, have 
now been stood down for the winter months, and won’t resume till mid-
November  

 The Southern fire line between Hamersley Drive and Quiss road is currently 
being upgraded using a contract dozer. 

 Upgrades to UCL fire breaks around Ravensthorpe will also be upgraded as 
soon as a machine is available. 

 Grading works, on Hamersley Drive, Road Eleven and Desmond Track, will 
also commence when a grader becomes available. 

 

Peter Masters 

Senior Operations Officer 

DPaW Ravensthorpe Work Centre 

18 June 2015 

 
 

 9.3 CESO/Shire – S McGuire briefly indicated that the Shire has appointed a 
CESO who will commence shortly and that the CBFCO report had covered 
most of the activity in the region.  

 
 
10. OTHER REPORTS 
 

10.1 DFES. G Wornes provided a verbal report in which the Shire and members of 
the Bush Fire Brigades were thanked for their efforts during the Boddington 
and Bannister fires recently. Also mentioned were proposed burns of UCL in 
the Hopetoun and Munglinup areas. Foreshadowed were potential changes 
to DPaW and DFES that may affect our area. 

  



 

 

11. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

11.1 A Duncan – Discussed the provision of full face masks in accordance with 
recent DFES approvals for same. 

 
Action: Steve McGuire to arrange purchase of masks as per DFES approvals. 

 
11.2 A Duncan – Commented that the CO2 residual burn appeared to only be 

around 30% effective. 
 

Action: Steve McGuire and Rod Daw to follow up. 
 

11.3 A Duncan – Queried Gavin Wornes on the review of the Emergency Services 
Act. No definitive answer could be given. A Duncan was concerned that 
volunteer submissions had not been considered. 

  
  Noted 
 

11.4 A Duncan – Mentioned that the Bushfire Mapping and Planning proposal by 
DFES was to be effective from September, 2015.  

 
 Noted 
 
11.5 A Duncan – Lights / Radio Interference on emergency vehicles. A Wornes 

indicated that DFES was aware of the problem and was working on a 
solution. 

 
 
               
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
            

 
11.6 A Duncan – Mentioned that a spare wheel for the West River fire truck had 

been purchased privately and would be carried separately to ensure weight 
limits were not breached. 

 
 Noted 
 
11.7 A Duncan – Mentioned the Bannister and Northcliffe bush fires and that 

Terry Redman indicated that Royalties for Regions funds could be directed 
to fuel reduction. A Duncan was of the opinion that it should be State 
funded and not taken away from Royalties for Region. G Wornes informed 
the meeting that an amount of $4M had been allocated for that purpose. 

 
 Noted 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: A Duncan                                    Seconded: A Chambers 

That DFES be contacted to ensure the issue relating to interference between 

lights and beacons is resolved at the earliest opportunity. 

Carried Unanimously        

          

      

 



 

 

11.8 A Duncan – Commented that Commissioner Gregson was not keen on DFES 
carrying responsibility for UCL. G Wornes stated that DFES appeared to be 
having a push to have Local Government be responsible for some of the cost 
of maintaining UCL. 

 
 Noted 
 
11.9 A Duncan – Raised the matter of volunteer voices being heard at higher 

levels.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.10 A Duncan – Tabled information for consideration from the Shire of 

Jerramungup relating to fire permits and attendant restrictions.  
 The information reads: 
 
 ‘The following restrictions apply to this permit: 

- No cereal burning between 7am and 4pm 
- A 3 metre wide bare earth firebreak is required around all stubble burning 
- A separate fire unit is required other than the one doing the burning 
- Can only burn on one location on anyone day (sic) 
- Landowners are to contact neighbouring property owners to advise of burn 
- The landowner is to contact the Shire of Jerramungup (9835 1022) or CBFCO to notify 

of burn and FCO that wrote permit 
- Permits can’t be validated for a Sunday or Public Holiday 
- You must have permit with  you at all times while burning 
- Permits can only be validated once they are put over the Bushfire Sked (sic) 
- Permits can only be written for a period of 2 weeks 
- Track raking is allowed under permit with a fire unit in the paddock’ 

Noted - No further action was taken on this item. 

11.11  P Masters – Spoke on the possibility of placing a repeater on the Fitzgerald 

tower to increase coverage in the area. G Wornes indicated he was happy to 

put the proposal to DFES. 

 Action:  G Wornes to follow up. 

11.12 G Wornes – Training: Gavin outlined the DFES Volunteer Pathways process 

for training. Local government brigades do not have to follow this pathway; 

however it is available to any member who wishes to have additional 

training. G Wornes is also available to deliver basic course requirements for 

seasonal farm employees. 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: A DUNCAN      Seconded: R DAW 

That the Ravensthorpe Bush Fire Advisory Committee writes to the Minister for 

Emergency Services and DFES regarding the apparent lack of consultation with 

volunteers. 

Carried Unanimously 



 

 

 Noted 

11.13 Fire Notice  - A Duncan requested the .1 Ha or less provision be included in 

the Notice. This was agreed to. The Harvest Ban information line was also 

discussed with the committee sentiment being that if the line was little 

utilised then remove it from the Notice.  Other amendments were of a 

minor nature – remove R Foulds and replace with G Gibson; update FCO list 

(new/inactive), add Burning is prohibited on Public Holidays; amend the 

date 9 September to read 19 September. 

 Noted 

11.14 K Rowe  - Small Block Burns; queried the process for small block (small 
holding type) burns and whether brigade equipment may be used at these 
sites. G Wornes commented that brigades are not permitted to charge a fee 
for attending these situations however a donation is acceptable. It was also 
mentioned that only qualified brigade personnel are permitted to access 
brigade vehicles for this purpose and that it may be logged as a training 
exercise. 

  
Noted 

 
11.15 Gavin Wornes - R2R Discussed the process of vehicle replacement and the 

Emergency Services Levy.  A Duncan queried the water carrying capacity of 
vehicles and was informed by G Wornes that a 4.4 is the general standard 
for broadacre vehicles and 2.4 for coastal type vehicles.  P Masters spoke on 
availability of training to maximise water usage. 

 
 Noted 

 
11.16 R Daw - Fire Reports. It was stated that Fire Reports MUST be submitted for 

all fires. S McGuire indicated that all brigade are to be provided with a folder 
containing copies of the appropriate documents and guidelines for 
completing them.  R Daw also drew attention to S. 43 of the Bush Fires Act 
which compels persons to report private fires that escape. I Fitzgerald noted 
that it would be near on impossible to police that requirement. 

 
ACTION: Steve McGuire to provide all brigade vehicles and where possible, 
FCOs, with a folder containing copies of the appropriate forms and a guide 
to completing them. 

 
  

  
MEETING CLOSED: 8.28pm         


