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WS13 Dangerous Trees on Private Property  
 
Policy Objective 
 
To ensure that a tree on the land that endangers any person or thing on adjoining land is made safe. 
Policy 
The issuing of Notices under the Local Government Act 1995 regarding trees on private property will 
only be issued where the tree concerned represents a definite threat of imminent harm to persons 
or catastrophic damage to property and only after the complainant has taken reasonable steps to 
resolve the issue privately with the tree owner. 
Requests from residents for the issuing of a Notice regarding trees on neighbouring private property 
are to be received in writing. 
The complainant will be required to: 

• demonstrate what actions they have taken previously to resolve the issue privately with the 
tree owner; and 

• commission and submit, at the complainant's cost, a Tree Inspection Report from an 
independent, professional arborculturalist recognised by the Tree Guild of Western Australia, 
prior to the Shire proceeding with any consideration of the request. 

Where the request meets the requirements above, a Notice will be issued to the tree owner to make 
the tree safe. 
This policy shall not prevent the Shire or Authorised Officers from intervening in emergency 
situations as provided for by the Local Government Act 1995. 
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